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weM as to symbolize His resurrection. Another reason 
mentionea by another Greek writer ia, by exhibiting this 
food of the faints to imrite them topartake of it. But , 
in the liatin Church, this mainapd ef the EnclMuist— the , 
partakin^of it — is atrangely n$jfieeted, and their whole 
thoughts are engaged with the adoration of it, the adorn- 
ing the place of its residence, the exhibiting of it i» 
public processions, and soforth. The ancient Church, 
on the other hand, exhibited it when the faithful were to 
receive it ; and when this was not to be done they 
wholly couccaM it. 

III. — The Roman Catholic Church, belieying in a corpo- 
ral presence of oar Lord in the Eucharist, quite irrespective 
of any faith in the recipient, and believing that the conse- 
aecrated host is nothing else than the body of our Lord 
"Himself, naturally take a number of precautions to guard 
aoprecions an object against the least possibility of acci- 
dent or insnit. When we find that all these precautions 
were unknown to the ancient Church, a presninption arises 
that their faith was not the same. 

Thus the modem Roman Church has denied the 
cup to the laity, the obrious reason being the greater risk 
of accident to which the consecrated wine is liable, the 
danger of spilling, of some drops sticking to the beards of 
the recipients, and so forth. It is confessed by Roman 
Catholics that in the nncient Chnrch the practice was to 
oommnuicate in both kinds. Nay, P(^ Gelasias has 
wud that a division of the sacrament cannot take place 
without great sacrilege. How was it that the ancient 
Church never felt the inconveniences arising from the 
danger of spilling the contents of the cnp, and that they 
Bever discovered the doctrine of concomitance, in virtue of 
which the species of bread is supposed to convey all that 
can be conveyed by the reception of both elements ? We 
do not dwell on this topic, as communion in one kind has 
been the subject of several articles already, and we shall 
probably return to the subject »gain,-and we pass on to 
speak of regulations about the reception of the consecrated 
host. , 

IV. — The modem Chnrch of Eotne directs that it shall 
Ite given, not into the hands of the recipient, but should 
he placed by the priest in his month. Thus, in " What 
every Christian must know," full directions are given to 
the recipient in what manner he mnst take it. "Kneel 
down at the altar, take the cloth into your hands, and 
hold it before your breast, do not wipe your mouth with 
it ; let your head be raised up, the eyes shot, the month 
open, the tongae forward and resting on the under lip. 
^ut your mouih after receiving the blessed sacrament, 
and when it is a little moistened on your tongne swallow 
it. If it stops on the roof of yonr mouth, do not remove 
it with your hand, hnt with yonr tongue." Now, the 
ancient Chnrch knew nothing of this idea that the sacra- 
ment is too sacred to be touched by the hands of any bat 
the priests. Nothing is easier to prove than that the 
primitive Christians received it into their hands. Thus, 
Tertullian reproaches the Christian statnaries that " they 
reached their hands to the Lord's body, which had made 
bodies for devils." — (Lib. de Idol., cap. 7.) St. Ambrose, 
repelling Theodosius from the liOrd's table, after the 
slaughter he had made at Thessalonica, asks, "How wilt 
thou extend thy hands, yet dripping with the blood of an 
unjust slaughter? How, with those hands, wilt thou re- 
ceive the Lord's most holy body ?" It is useless to mul- 
tiply quotations in proof of what no one acquainted with 
antiquity will deny. But, now, if the ancient Church had 
the same faith as the Roman Church in the presence of 
the natural body of our Lord in the Eucharist, is it not 
likely that their practice ^would have been the same, 
unless we suppose that the primitive Christians had less 
concern for onr Saviour's honour than Roman Catholics 
have now ? 

V. — One of the objects intended to be gained by for- 
bidding Roman Catholics to take the blessed sacrament 
into their hands is to prevent their reserving it, or 
taking it home with them. The Church of Rome forbids 
the consecrated host being kept anywhere except in a 
public chapel. The Cotmcil of Trent forbids even nuns 
to have it in their choirs (see Session 25, cap. x.), all 
former grants and privileges notwithstanding. 

Now, in the ancient Church, on the other hand, the 
reservation of the Eucharist was the common custom, 
and lay Christians took home with them what they re- 
ceived, to be taken by them privately at home. Thus, 
Tertnllian, speaking of a woman marrying a heathen 
husband, asks her, " Whether her husband would not 
know what it was that she tasted in secret before all her 
oflicr food ?" Cyprian tells a story of a woman who, 
having sacrificed at the heathen altars, when she came af- 
terwards to open the chest in which she kept the holy sacra- 
ment, was terrified by fire rising from it, so that she 
dared not touch it. What would Roman Catholics now 
think of taking the consecrated host home with them, and 
locking it up in a box ? Believing it to be what they 
think it to be, would not SBch an usage of it amount to 
profanation ? In another ancient tract against the Roman 
shows, erroneously attributed to St. Cyprian ; the writer 
describes one going straight from the Christian church to 
the Roman shows, and says that "he dared, if he coidd, 
to carry the Holy Spirit into a brothel ; who, hastening to 
the show, and bearing with him the Eucharist, as is 
ordinary, carried it among the obscene bodies of 
harlots." We might add many more quotations in proof 



of the same thing, but we need add no more. Is it credi- 
ble that the ancient Churdi would submit the r«tl body 
of onr Lord to the risk of sncdi indignities as are heie 
described ? 

yi.— iNor was the risk of nrofanatien greyer firom the 
irreverence of the recipient than it was from their super- 
•titioas cegard far it. Thus, what will «nr reader* think 
of making the consecrated host into a plaister ? Yet, St. 
GUegory Nazianzen reports, to bis sister's commendation, 
that whatever of the antitypes of Christ's precious body or 
blood she treasured up, she mixed with her tears, and 
«noiirted her whole bo^ with it for her recovery out of a 
grievous disease. And St. Augustine tells a stoiy (see 
vol. xi., p. 1114) of a man named Acaciua, who was bora 
with closed eyes, the eyelids adhering closely together ; that 
the physicians wished to open them by a surgical operation, 
but his mother refused to consent, and, when the boy was 
about five years old, cured him by a cataplasm made of the 
Eucharist. St Augustine, it mast be remembered, tells 
this story, not to censure the conduct of the mother, but 
with praise of her whom he calls a religions woman. We 
know nothing which can more clearly show the sense of 
the Church of that day. If they regarded the consecrated 
elements as we do, as the sacrament of the body and 
blood of Christ, it was not unnatural that they should 
regard, with high veneration, the sacrament of so great a 
thing. Nay, it is not to be wondered at they should pro- 
ceed to lengths which we might consider superstitious, and 
should think it likely to possess healing virtues. But if 
they supposed that in the host was resident the body, sonl, 
and divinity of the Saviour of the world, is it credible that 
they would act as they did ? Would priests give their 
Lord's body to every baptized man and woman in the 
congregation to dispose of according to their will — some 
to take it home and lock it up in their chests, some to 
carry it oif to the place of harlots ; and is it credible that 
pious and religious women would take what they believed 
to be their Creator's body and make it up into cata- 
plasms 7 

The subject of the usages of the ancient Chnrch, with 
respect to the Eucharist, is not nearly exhausted, and 
there are abundant materials for such another article as 
the present. But we have said enongh to show that the 
practices of the early Church were, in many respects, 
very unlike those of the modem Church of Rome ; and 
we beg our readers to judge whether, when the practice is 
so difierent, it is likely that the doctrine is the same. 



THE LAGO DI GARDA AND INFALLIBILITY. 
We have before quoted Dr. Wylie's very Interesting " Jil- 
grimage from the Alps to the Tiber." The following ex- 
tract has struck us as peculiarly interesting and impres- 
sive? Will any of our Roman Catholic friends undertake 
to answer it ? 

" When the morning broke we were skirting the base of 
the Tyrolese Alps. 1 could see masses of snow on some of 
the summits, from which a piercingly cold air came rushing 
down upon the plains. In a little tlie sun rose, and thank- 
ful we were for his warmth. Day was again abroad on the 
waters and the hills, and soon we forgot the night, with all 
its untoward occurrences. The face of the country was 
uneven, and we kept alternately winding and climbing 
among the spurs of the Alps. At length the magnificent ex- 
panse of Lake Garde, the Benacus of the ancients, opened 
before us. In breadth it was like an arm of the sea. There 
were one or two taU masted ships on its waters ; there were 
fine mountains on its northern shore, and on the east the 
conspicuous form of Monte Baldo leaned over it, as if looking 
at its own shadow in the lake. With the Lago di Garda 
came the memories of T5ent ; for at the distance of twenty 
miles or so from its northern shoro.is ' the little town among 
the mountains' where the famous council assembled, in which 
so many things were voted to be true which had been open 
questions till then, but to doubt which now were certain 
and eternal anathema. 

" The reformation addressed to Rome the last call to re- 
consider her position, and change her course while yet it was 
possible. It said to her, in effect, repent now — to-morrow it 
will be too late. Kome cave her reply when she summoned 
the Council of Trent. That Council crystalized, so to speak, 
the various doubtful opinions and dogmas which had been 
floating about in solution, and fixed the creed of Rome. It 
did more — it fixed her doom. Amid these mountains she 
issued the fiat of her fate. When she published the pro- 
ceedings of Trent to the world, she said, ' Here I stand — I 
cannot do otherwise — so help me——.' To whom did she 
make her appeal ? To the Emperor in the first place, when 
she prayed for the vengeance of the civil sword, and to the 
Prince of Darkness, in the second, when she invoked dam- 
nation on'all her opponents. There her course was irrevocably 
fixed. She dare not now look behind her: to change a 
single iota were annihilation. She must go forward amid 
accumulating errorsaud absurdities; amid opposing arts, and 
sciences, and knowledge, she must go steadily onward — on- 
ward to the precipice. 

" It is interesting to mark, as we can in history, first, the 
feeble germinations ofapapal dogma; next, its waxinggrowth ; 
and at last, after the lapse of centuries, its full development 
and maturity. It is easy to conceive how a mere human 
science should advance only by slow and gradual stages — as- 
tronomy, for instance, or geology, or even the more prac- 
tical science of mechanics. Their authors have no infaUible 
gift of discerning truth from error. They must observe 
nature ; they must compare facts ; they must deduce con- 
clusions ; they must correct previous errors ; and this is both 
a slow and a laborious process. But infaUibilitjr is saved all 
this labour. It knows aft once and from the beginning all 



that is true, and all that is erroneous. It does so, or it is no 
isfaUibiKl^. Why, then, was it not till the sixteenth cen- 
tmy thatpifaDibility gi^e anythiqg like a fijted apd com- 
pile creed to the Church ? Why ^t it permit so la^ny men, 
m all preeeding ages, to live in igiwi^oce of so maay things 
in which it cooid so easily have enlightened them ? Why did 
it permit so many questions to be debated which it could so 
easily have settled 7 Why did it not give that creed to tha 
Church in the first century which it kept back to the six- 
teenth 7 Why does it deal »ut truth piecemeal ; one dogma 
in this century, another in the next, and so on ? Why does 
it not tell us all at once ? And why, even to this hour, has 
it not told us a|l, but reserved some very important questions 
for future decision, or revelation rather r 

" If it is nfdied that the Pope must first collect the suffrages 
of the Catholic bishops, this only lands us in deeper perplexities. 
Why should the Pope need assessors and advisers ? Can in- 
fallibility not walk alone, that it uses crutches ? Can an in- 
fallible man not know truth from error till first he baa col- 
lected the votes of fallible bishops ? Why should infallibility 
seek help, which it cannot in the nature of things need 7 

" If it is farther replied that this infsUibility is lodged be- 
twixt the Pope and the Council, we are only confronted with 
greater difiiculties. Is it when the decree has been voted by 
the Council that it becomes infaUible? Then, the infallibility 
resides in the Council Or, is it when it is confirmed by the 
Pope thai it becomes infallible ? In that case, the infallibility 
is in the Pope. Or is it, as others maintain, only when the 
decree has b«en accepted by the Chnrch that it is infallible ; 
and does the Pope not know whether he ought to believe hia 
owndecree till he has. .heard the judgment of the Church? 
We had thought that .Infallibility was one and indivisible; 
but it seems it may be parted in twain ; nay, more, it may 
be broken down into an indefinite number of parts; and 
though no one of these parts taken separately is infalUbility, 
yet taken together they constitute infallibility. In other 
words, the union of a number of finite quantities can make 
an infinite. Sound philosophy, truly ! 

" If we go back, then, as the Ultramontanist will, to tha 
dogma that tlie seat of infallibility is the chair of Peter, the 
question returns, why cannot, or will not, the Pope determine 
in one age what he is able and willing to determine in another? 
The dogma of the immaculate conception of the Virgin, for 
instance, if it is a truth now, was a truth in the first age, 
when it was not even dreamed of; it was a truth in flie 
twelfth century, when it was dreamed of; it was a truth in 
the seventeenu century, when it gave rise to so many scan- 
dalous divisions and confiicts ; and yet it was not till Decem- 
ber, 1854, that infallibility pronounced it to be truth, and so 
momentous a truth that no one can be saved who doubts it. 
Will any Bomanist kindly explain this to us? We can ac- 
cept no excuses about the variety of opinion in the Church, 
or about the darkness of the age. No maze, no clouds, can 
dim an infallible eye. lufaUibdity should see in the dark as 
well as in the daylight ; and an infallible teacher is bound to 
reveal all, as well as to know all. 

" And how happens it, too, that the Pope is infallible ia 
only one science — even the theological? In astronomy he 
has made some terrible blunders. In geography he has take n 
the earth to be a plain. In politics, in trade, and in all ordi- 
nary matters he is daily falling into mistakes. He cannot 
tell how the wind may blow to-morrow. He caimot tell 
whether the dish before him may not have poison in it. And 
yet the man who is daily and hourly falling into mistakes on 
the most common subjects has only to pronounce dogmatically 
and he pronounces infallibly. He has but to grasp the pen, 
with a band, it may be, like Borgia's, fresh from the poisoned 
chalice or the stiletto, and straightway he indites lines aa 
holy and pure as ever flowed from the pen of a Paul or a 
John." — Chap. xiiL, p. 158, 



THE ESTATICA OE YOUGHAL. 
Ir the power of working miracles be one of the Notes of 
the true Church, as we are assured by that devoted de- 
fender of Rome, Bellarmine,* and our beloved country 
(Ireland) be so distinguished for her pure faith and ad- 
herence to the Church which alone pretends to that 
power, how comes it to pass that so many modem 
miracles should be wrought In other countries, and few 
or none in this isle of saints ? Has it ever occurred to 
the minds of our inquiring Roman Catholic friends to 
consider whether the solution of the difiieulty may not 
lie in this, that such wonders can only grow or flourish 
where imposture is protected and inquisitive scmtiny 
put down by ecclesiastical authority, and where there is 
no free press ready to support those who are on the watch 
to insist on public esiminatiou into the evidence of snch 
alleged miracles 7 

A short account of an attempt to imitate the " Won- 
ders of the Estaticas of the Tyrol" (so extolled and ren- 
dered so notoriotis by the credulity or piety of the late 
Earl of Shrewsbury), which occurred at Youghal, in the 
county of Waterford, about fifteen years ago, may, per- 
haps, serve to illustrate the diflBoulty of getting up a 
modem miracle in Ireland, and the consequent sterility 
of this country in such proofs of her possessing the true 
Church, whose eleventh mark, according to Bellarmine, 
is " the glory of miracles." 

We take the outline from the documents which appeared 
in the public papers of the period, collected and republished 
by the Rev. John Aldworth, rector of Youghal, in a letter 
to the Right Hon. the Earl of Shrewsbury, a pamphlet 
well worthy of attention, but which, we believe, ia now 
nearly out of print. 

The facts were simply as follow. 

In or about the year 1839 two establishments were 

> B«Uarm. in Kotis EcclesiK, lib, iT< cap. xiv. vol. ii. p. 84. Colon. 

1615. 
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founded in rhe neighbourhood of Yonghal by tho Very 
Ker. John Foley, Roman Catholic priest, one under the 
title of St. Mary's Catholic College, Youghal, -whose ob- 
ject was to educate missionaries for the conTersion of 
England and Scotland to the tme faith ; and the other a 
M'igdalen Atylum, for female penitents, which Father 
Foley located in a castellated mansion ia the vicinity, 
which was shortly preTiously in the market, and pur- 
chased by the rev. uther upon the terms of paying the 
ptirchase money by instalments. Doubtless, a success- 
ful miracle among the Magdalenes would have been a 
capital mode of raising the wind to pay the second 
instalment, which fell due in Fsbniary or March, 1843, 
just about the period to which we are about to invite our 
readers' attention. 

Happily or unhappily for the- Very Bev. John Foley, 
among the inmates of the asylum was Mary Boche, a 
near relative of his own, whom he describes as an always 
pious girl, whom be had often seen in ecstacy, raised from 
the ground in prayer, and "from whose hands he had 
often seen, as he publicly declared, the blood flowing at 
the hour of holy communion ;" and early in January, 
1843, reports began to be circulated that certain inmates 
of the asylum were the subjects of miraculous visitations, 
exhibiting the stigmata or wounds in their bands and feet 
(as St. Francis of Assizi is said to have done, in imita- 
tion of our blessed Lord), from which, at stated times, 
blood flowed in a supernatural manner, without any dis- 
coverable cause ; in addition to which, punctures in their 
foreheads simultaneously appeared, similar to those 
which the crown of thorns made on the brows of onr 
adorable Redeemer, and from which the blood flowed 
also in a manner which could happen neither by nature 
nor art. 

As the noise made by these wonders was not long in 
spreading, people flocked from far and near to get a 
sight of the miracle, and though many Protestants per- 
sonally known to the Eer. Mr. Aldwortb, rector of the 
parish, made application for admittance, they were all 
refused, with one exception — that of Mr. A. Johnson, 
whose entrance on the 20th of January, it will be seen, 
was accidental, and quite unintentional on the part of the 
guardians of the place. About a fortnight subsequently, 
on the 3rd February, the Bev. Pierce Wm. Drew, Pro- 
testant curate of Youghal, also succeeded in getting ad- 
missioa to the place. The published statement of Mr. 
Johnson was as follows : — 

" On the 20th January, 184^1, accompanied by 

and , two other Protestants, he attended at 

the castle about 12 o'clock. The castle was surrounded 
by a great number of people, some of whom he knew to 
Iiave came from considerable distances. They approached 
the door, which was just then opened to admit some stu- 
dents of Mr. Foley's establishment (the college). He 
took that opportunity of walking in, and immediately went 
tip stairs, and entered a room, at the door of which, and 
inside, was a woman holding it closed. It yielded to a 
slight degree of force, and with him entered two other 
persons. The room had no furniture except a bed, nor 
any person therein except three females^ne the woman 
just mentioned, a laJy, and another female reclining 
upon the bed, covered with the bed clothes, except her 
head, hands, and feet. Her attitude was that in which our 
Saviour is represented on the Cross, except being recum- 
bent, her head reclining to one sid», pale and cold. Mr. 
Johnson approached the side of the bed. There were no 
marks on her forehead, both hands were marked as if with 
woands — in the palms very slightly, about a quarter of an 
inch long and half that breadth, and not inflamed. In 
the backs they bore the appearance of the inflimmation 
ensuing from vaccination, a cicatrix about the size of a 
silver fonrpence, the surrounding inflammation about the 
size of a half-crown piece. The palms of the hands being 
uppermost, be took one hand by the thumb and tamed it 
partly over, for the purpose of examining the back ; at 
which she moaned very loud. His touch could not have 
hurt her ; and he conceived her thereby to intimate thai 
(he did not wish to be examined too closely- At the same 
time, there was standing at the other aide of the bed, and 
-with his hand upon the pulse, a person unknown to Mr. 
Johnson, but who was addressed by the title of doctor. 
To him the woman before mentioned said, ' She does not 
wish to be tampered with.' 

" Mr. Johnson then went to the foot of the bed, and ob- 
served the feet, which were lying one over the other : the 
upper one marked on the instep similarly to the palm of 
the hand. Ho took the upper foot to turn it aside in order 
to examine the under one, with the greatest gentleness ; 
she roared, and he desisted. There were about three per- 
sons, exclusive of the women, remaining in the roomdurin;; 
this time. These all proceeded together with him, and 
passed into the adjoining inner room. In this was ex- 
tended a woman in a similar posture to the former one. 
He perceived both temples and round the forehead to bo 
smeared with blood, as if by a band. The blood was dry, 
and none appeared to issue. She was writhing as if in 
great agony; her eyes were closed, her countenance con- 
torted, working as if in a lit, her hands extended, but 
covered with the bed clothes, as were her feet, which he ap- 
proached. He stood at the foot of the bed, waiting for 
the appointed time of bleeding, which was 12 o'clock. A 
person was silting at the side of the bed, whom he after- 
irard« understood to be Father Foley. 



" When 12 o'clock arrived (he examined his watch), she 
made a s%n with her head to Father Foley, who said, 
' Gentlemen, she has intimated to me that her hand at 
the opposite side is bleeding. Ton may try.' Mr. John- 
son went round. Some persons had already nncovered 
the hand, which had the palm uppermost, but was imme- 
diately turned partly over by some person present to see 
the bleeding. A few drops of blood appeared to issue from 
a cicatrix at the back of the hand, exactly similar to that in 
tho case of the other woman. Mr. Johnson immediately 
ran round to watch the other hand, and distinctly noticed 
a very small quantity of blood isine from underneath the 
ed'es of a small cicatrix. He then went to the foot of the 
bed, and threw up a white counterpane which covered the 
feet, for the purpose of seeing them bleed. He leant on 
the foot-board of the bed immediately over the feet, watch- 
ing them for three or four minutes. They were in the 
same position as the former woman's, and with the same 
mark. While he was thus watching, he heard her speak 
to Father Foley, bat could not catch the words, which ap- 
peared to be Irish. Father Foley then said, ' She has in- 
timated to me, that there is some person in the room that 
is tampering too much with her, and does not believe in 
this miracle ; but does not know who it is : in consequence 
of which her feet won't bleed till three o'clock, which, if it 
does take place, will be a real miracle.' 

"Mr. Johnson remained about ten minutes longer in the 
room, during which time the woman lay with much less 
appearance of suffering. He then departed in company 
with the other persons in the room, the number of which 
appeared to bo about seven gentlemen and one lady. In 
passing through the outer room, he observed three or four 
persons contemplating the first woman. He passed several 
persons in the entrance ; but does not know whether they 
obtained admittance to the rooms." 

The Bev. Mr. Drew's memorandum of his visit is 
verbatim as follows : — 

"On Friday, the 3rd of February, I was permitted to see 
the two females in Mr. Foley's establishment, who exhibit 
the stigmata or wounds of Our Lord. They lay on beds 
in their ordinary clothes, their eyes shut, and every limb 
motionless. On the backs of their hands and insteps (one 
on each) were what appeared to be old sores, a little raised 
above the surface, and open, as if blood had recently flowed 
from them ; and on tho palms of the hands and soles of 
the feet were others corresponding, as if an instrument had 
gone through. These last resembled rather the cut of a 
penknife, and appeared mor« healed and less bloody than 
the others. Their foreheads also were smeared with blood, 
and exhibited a singlesmall puncture. 1 saw po inflamma- 
tion about any of the sores. Their limbs were quite stiff, 
as in death ; and I was informed that they then represented 
OuB IiOBD when dead : and that they were unconsciout of 
everything earthly. Yet, they did not feel quite cold, nor 
look ghastly : and on putting my hand under the head of 
each, as near as possible to the crown, so as to throw pres- 
sure on the neck when lifting it, 1 felt evident resistance, 
occasioned, of course, by the effort to keep the neck 
stiff; and this exertion on their parts produced a -visible 
increase of colour in their cheeks ; which, on noticing, 1 
was told, proceeded from some vision they were then en- 
joying, which ' caused that blush.' Mr. F then 

called to one of them to sit up, which she instantly did, 
still keeping her eyes shut. 1 asked, did not this betray 
consciousness? and was told, it was 'obedience to the 
voice of the Church, and no inconsiderable part of the 
miracle ;' but it only proved to me, tiill more, the gross- 
ness of the imposition. It was also admitted, that one of 
them, at least, received the occasional sustenance of a little 
milk and water while representing our Lord in His suffer- 
ings and state of death. 

" In short, I saw nothing but what any person wicked 
enough to attempt it could easily accomplish after some 
practice ; and I believed it all to be a most profane and 
•mpious effort at deception, which can never stand the test 
of fair and proper examination. 
(Signed) 
"Pierce Wk. Dhew, Curate of Youghal." 

In the meantime, the supporters of tho miracle were 
not idle in defending and publishing it, and the following 
letter appeared in the Water/ord Chronicle of 4th Feb- 
ruary, from a French priest, an assistant in Father 
Foley's missionary college, and formerly (it would appear) 
professor of divinity at Marseilles : — 

" To the Editor of the Waterford Chronicle. 

" St. Mary's College, Youghal, 
January 31st, 1843. 

" Sir,— List Saturday, the 28th inst., there appeared 
in your journal an article headed 'The Age of Benson 
wrsMS the Estatica of Youghal,' against which I believe 
it my duty to protest in the most formal manner, on account 
of its falsities, its calumniating insinuations, and its anti- 
catholic spirit. I must first confess how much I have been 
surprised to see so delicate a question fallen into the hands 
of a journalist who, although versed in other matters, is 
by no means qualified to treat of such a subject. Confine 
yourielf, sir, to what concerns your profession. Speak of 
politics and news, but leave theological questions to those 
to whom they belong ; and, above all, beware to interfere 
by an unjust criticism with the most profound questions 
ot' divine science, which theologians handle with much re- 
serve and with the greatest discretion, otherwise you ex- 
pose yourself to the danger of falling into grievous erron, 



m proof of which I need only adduce your incomplete, or 
rather erroneous, description of an estatica. Shall I add, 
sir, that I could not but feel afflicted to read such an 
article m a newspaper which I suppose to be edited by a 
Catholic. The Protestant editor of^ the Cor A ConHitution 
has had more delicacy. He did not speak about the same 
facts, but in a general manner, and in vague terms ; which 
shows he has understood better than you the duly of • 
public man in such an occurrence. You deserved, sir, to 
receive this lesson from a Protestant publisher. Now, as 
you have thought it a duty to put forth your reflections 
upon the extraordinary facts of Youghal, I think that 
justice and impartiality require you to give publicity to the 
following observations, in order to set the question in iU 
true point of view. 

I' I say, first, I protest against your article on account 
of its many falsities. For yon attribute to one of these 
two pious girls what concerns the other — ^you confound 
evidently one witli tho other, although some striking dif- 
ferences exist between them both, without, however, any 
shadow of contradiction. It is equallv false that the blood 
does not flow from the punctures of the crown of thorns, 
but after she has applied the nails to her head. It is also 
false that there are three girls besides in the same extra- 
ordinary state. It is, moreover, false that the inmates of 
the house may be excited by their example to do the same, 
as they are forbidden to hold any communication with 
them. In fine, your whole statement is altogether incom- 
plete and full of falsities, and, if called upon, I am ready 
to give further particulars in proof of this assertion. See, 
then, sir, the consequence of judging such a qnestioQ by 
mere hearsay, and of giving blind credit to an ill-informed 
correspondent. I think my testimony will be free from 
any such objection, and nobody can refuse to admit what 
my eyes have witnessed. I must tell you that I am qua- 
lified better than any other to attest "these facts, by my 
residence at the college of the Kev. Mr. Foley. Several 
times have I seen the punctures of the crown of thorns, 
the stigmata of the hands and feet, and the blood flowing 
from them in a manner which could happen neither by 
nature nor by art. 

"Is ly, secondly, I highly protest against your article 
on account of the calumniating insinuations it contains. 
It would require no deep penetration, from the manner of 
your expression, to discern that you intended to exhibit tho 
asylum founded by Mr. Foley as a house of wretched 
victims of illusion, who impose on tho public credulity by 
pretending to be favoured with extraordinary graces. 
Bat I say that is, indeed, a serious accusation, and before 
denouncing such a respectablo ostabIi:ihment, prudence, 
justice, and charity would have required that you had 
better proofs than the ungrounded assertions of an unfaith- 
ful infnrmnnt ttitl rhftt I* "/»* oil. y*-.., Qn f,.y,hi.w , j.^nw 

attacks fall at last upon tho Bev. Mr. Foley himself; for 
the natural consequence to be deduced from your reflections 
is, that this worthy priest is either .in impostor or the dupe 
of imposition. I will not qualify such an insinuation 
against a clergyman well known by bis true piety and 
his learning, and whose reputation is above all atlempM 
of calumny. I will leave to your readers to do you justice. 
But in order to let them judge tho delicacy of your pro- 
ceedings, I will inform them that the same Mr. Foley is a 
subscriber to the Chronich which speaks so charitably of 
him. In fi.ie, I must say a word on the spirit of your 
article : it is quite evident that you do not admit the reality, 
or, at least, the supernatural and divine otigin of any facts 
such as those which have taken place at Youghal. The 
similitude with the Fakicrs of India and the name of the 
Karl of Shrewsbury, which you have adduced, leave no 
doubt of your opinion on this subject. You are at liberty, 
sir, to range yourself amongst those pretended philosophers 
who glory in rejecting all miraculous things, and consider 
it as superstition and weak-mindedness to believe in the 
interposition of Divine Omnipotence in the things of this 
world. You would have done better by paying more 
respect to the religious feelings of your readers, who, lam 
sure, bavs not swallowed so strong a dose of that philoso- 
phy. For my own part, although I do not pretend to 
decide the present question in its theological view, I will 
openly confess I rather range myself with St. Thomas, St. 
Bonnvoiiture, Su.nri'z, Sr. Liguori, and the doctors, tho 
most celebrated by their science and their virtues, who 
have admitted tho reality of such extraordinary favours, 
than with some impious, heretical, and bad Catholic writers, 
who have attacked and ridiculed them. I know well that 
is not a defined article, but the opposite opinion is evidently 
against the sentiments of our holy mother the Church, 
which approved in many saints the truth of these extra- 
ordin.iry graces, and which has even established a particu- 
lar festivity to honoiK the day on which St. Francis of 
Assisium received the stigma'a of the passion of our 
S.iviour. And who w«ald be the man so daring as to say 
that God is no longer powerful enough to work such 
wonders? Who would be so rash as to pretend that 
the time for these favours of the divine goodness is no 
more ? Could the reason of this eiiUghtened age set limits 
to the unbounded omnipotence of the Most High, or, per- 
haps, the sanctity of our times is so perfect as to have no 
further need of these extraordinary marks of the mercies 
of the Lord ? 

" I have the honour to be, sir, truly yours, 

"CiB AcBERT, P.B. ,O.M.,T.M., D.D., 
" Lately Professor of Divinity at Marseilles.* 
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Simultaneously the Very Kev. Father Foley published 
the followiog letter in the Cork XheanUner of 3rd Feb- 
riiiiry ;— 

" TonghaljPehraary 1, 1843, 
" ' Defend the Fdlth— youll conquer by this t sign' 

"MrViRT TJiEAS. Rev. Sib,— Don't be sorry for all 
you hare said publicly and privately of the miracles of 
ToughaL Don't calumnies, lies, falsehoods, and false 
brothers seem to be the burning coals of this fiery furnace 
in which we are all to be purified before we appear in the 
presence of Christ our Lord? The miracles .are_ now 
shining brighter than ever in Tonghal. Our charitable 
reporters h^e done great good. If the attack had not 
been made, there would have been no victory. AVhere is 
the use to go into the field to fight, if there be no enemy 
before us ? It is good to have calumniators. All I have 
told you before is perfectly true. I could add a great deal 
'more to it now. 

"But among the many wonders I have seen at the 
castle, this seems not to be the leaSl : it is that this dear 
virtuous girl, who is a near relation of my own, and who 
is now so mnch calumniated, predicted the night before- 
hand that a certain class of persons would come to 
visit her on the following morning, that they would, &c., 
&c., &c. 

"The five of us who had heard the prediction were 
much surprised to see it on the next morning verifled to 
the letter. Something similar had happened to the 
afflicted Addolorata of Caldaro, when she said, ' There is 
now a physician on his way to see me, who will annoy me 
very much.' These gentlemen whom you have mentioned 
to me have seemed displeased as they had not witnessed 
the wonders they wished to see, as if the Almighty should 
bow to us and gratify our curiosity by exhibiting things so 
plainly to our view as not to leave a shadow of doubt 
upon our minds. They went off, I am told, discontented, 
and thought themselves authorised to pronounce without 
scruple that all the work was pure imposition. What 
will they think when they hear that many witnesses are 
ready to prove upon oath that upon that very same day, 
after these curious persons h-id gone off, there was blood 
visibly seen upon this woman's head, upon her hands, 
upon her feet, and upon her side. I know a man can be 
found who will say, perhaps, she had a nail or needle with 
which she could perforate her hands, feet, and side. I 
leave the judgment of that man to the judgment of an 
enlightened public, and to the awful judgment of an angry 
God. 

"To resume, in a word or two, the question is this : 
Father Foley, though a pious priest, as they say, is one of 
the greatest dupes that ever stood on ground. He has 
been selected by the bishop of the diocese to direct a pious 
community of nuns in Yonghal. Many, and very many 

director of souls, yet with all his science and sanctity he 
is now the fool of fools — he is credulous beyond conception. 
For months, nay, for almost years, he has two persons in 
his establishment that are practising under his eyes the 
greatest villainies that were ever practised by a woman, 
and yet he cannot detect them. The author of such 
opinions must add too, yes ! he is deceived by a woman, a 
near relative of his own, an always pious girl, whomhe saw 
elevated over ground in prayer, whom he often saw in 
ecslacy, from whote hands he often saw the blood flowing 
at the hour of holy communion, and from whose lips he has 
learned many things regarding the passion of Christ, the 
suffering of His blessed mother — things which are not to be 
told now, but which will be related in their proper time. 
I have, dear rev. sir, written to the bishop of this diocese, 
and invited his lordship to come and see what I have 
witnessed ; I have written to the court of Rome, and given 
a fair statement of the Estatica at Youghal. 

•' I now write to the public at large, in addressing this 
letter to you through the press, and give only a faint ac- 
count of what I know. In conducting myself thus, if all 
that is said be true, it is evident that I consent to be the 
ridicule of the world from this hour henceforward until 
the world is no more. I consent, furthermore, that if it 
can be found out that any cheat, deception, roguerv, or 
villainy whatever be practised in this asylum — letj I'say, 
every man in the surrounding parishes come and level 
every stone in the castle with the ground, and put an 
end to its existence for evermore. It is now sufliciently 
proved by me that there is no such imposition. My 
testimony ought to be preferable to the testimony of the 
man who got only two peeps at thehumbug. It rests now 
with the bishop of the diocese or with those whom he 
shall depute to examine if there be fraud, impiety, or 
hypocrisy here. The public then, it is expected, will be 
silent. But the pnblic will not be silent or satisfied. They 
will say it is now the work of the devil. The proved 
villain and destructor of souls will feel highly honoured 
at the news. But Jesus Christ, the lover of the Catholic 
Church, and the lover of His sacred passion, will never per- 
mit the infernal spirit to meddle with the representation of 
His glorious stigmata, nor with the representation of the 
pains of His ever glorious virgin mother, 
" I am, dear rev. sir, 

" Tour ever affectionate friend, 

" To Rev. Mr. M .•' " J. Folct. 

What a consciousness of integrity and of the irresis- 
tible strength of the truth of their, case do these letters 
exhibit! Certunly, calumniated innocence, when thus 



boldly defended, is a glorious thing ; the fame of this con- 
tinued miracle was now at its height ; and it is not impro- 
bable that the genuineness of it might have been endorsed 
by the bishop of the diocese, whose aid Father Foley had 
invoked, and possibly ultimately by the authorities at 
Rome also, to whom he had already written, as he nar- 
rates in his letter, but that, unfortunately, as Sir. Aid- 
worth tells us in his pamphlet, p. 19 

" The Protestant people of Yoaghal, shocked at the blas- 
phemy, disgusted with the grossness of the cheat, and 
roused to indignation at the attempts that were made to 
turn it into an enginef or proselytising the ignorant or the 
sentimental, demanded that it should be brought to light. 
With perfect unanimity among the ministers, and general 
approbation of the people, the following document was 
published and extensively circulated, dated 6th of Febru- 
ary : — 

" 'the uibacle put to the proof. 

" ' We whose names are hereunto subscribed, being the pro - 
testant ministers of various denominations in Youghal, 
have learned with regret that a portion of oar dear Roman 
Catholic friends and neighbours have been deceived by the 
exhibitions which have been made in the cases of the per- 
sons marked with wounds similar to those of our blessed 
Redeemer ; they having been persuaded by interested per- 
sons that these wounds have been inflicted by the Ai.- 
MiGHTT, and that the alFair is a uiracle confirmatory of 
the Roman Catholic faith in general, and giving a divine 
SANCTION to those establishments in particular with which 
it is associated. 

" ' Now we, being influenced by compassion for their de- 
lusions, a sincere desire for their welfare, a love of the 
truth, and a jealousy for the honour of our beloved Sa- 
viour whose sufferings are thus mimicked, do declare that 
we are fully satisfied that these pretended miracles are re- 
ferable to other rather than to Dioine origin. And we 
hereby demand, in the name of truth and religion, and on 
behalf and at the desire of our congregations, that a 
rigid scrutiny into this alleged miracle be instituted ; that 
the matter be put without delay to a pnBLic test, under 
the arrangement and direction of disinterested persons, 
Protestant as well as Roman Catholic ; medical and surgi- 
cal gentlemen on both sides to examine and report thereon, 
in order that the public mind may be disabused, imposition 
detected, and the impostorS) whosoever they may be, as- 
certained ; when it wiU rest with the authorities of the land 
to deal with them. 

" ' And flurther, we thus publicly protest against the as- 
sertion contained in a letter signed J. Fou:r, in the Cork 
Examiner of February the 3rd, that " it rests with the 
bishop of the diocese, or those whom he shall depute, to 
examine if there be fraud, impiety, or hypocrisy here," inas- 
much as the deepest and most solemn feelings of the Chris- 
tmn, which are associated with the aoont and blood, 

the cross and passion, the PRECIOUS DEATH AND 

BiTRiAi, of the Saviour, have been grievously wounded by 
this exhibition of a profane representation thereof ; and we 
cannot rest the vindication of those feelings on the authori- 
ties and proceedings of a Church which in her records and 
authentication of similar delusions, and in the position she 
has taken with reference to them, as proving her exclusive 
claims, has incapacitated herself from being admitted as an 
unprejudiced witness, far less a satisfactory arbiter and 
judge. And because, a reference having been made to 
Rome (as appears by Mr. Foley's published letter), we 
cannot permit imposture to flocurish undisturbed during the 
indefinite period that may be occupied by frivolous delay, 
or the ofiicial forms dictated by the Church or Roue in 
the proceedings of the Congregatian of Rites. 

" ' We deem the present demand bothj ust and reasonable, 
and such as our Roman Catholic brethren should require 
for themselves. And we beg to add, that in case ofrefuial, 
or frivolous delay, it will be undeniable that these preten- 
sions cannot endure the light, and, consequently, must be 
universally denounced as a daring and blasphehocs 
FALSEHOOD, got Up from mercenary motives, and to delude 
the ignorant and superstitious. 

" ' John Aldworth, Rector of Yonghal. 

" ' Pierce W. Drew, Curate of Youghal. 

" ' Macricb F. G. Hewsok, Rector of Cloynepriest.' 

" ' Joseph Jervois, Rector of Ardagh. 

" ' William Wakeham, Curate of Kinsalebeg. 

" ' John B. Grey, Congregational Minister, Youghal. 

" ' Robert Huston, Wcsleyan Minister, Y'oughal. 

" ' Samuel Larmonie, Primitive Wesleyan Minister, 
Youghal. 

" ' February 6th, 1843.' " 

The public exposure of the fraud having thus become 
inevitable, and its supporters thrown into much con- 
sternation, certain zealous Roman Catholics, including 
the Rev. Mr. ScuUy, of St. Peter's Roman Catholic 
Church, Phibsboro', and the late Mr. Lucas, editor of 
the Tablet, clearly seeing the danger which even delay in 
exposure, far more the implied sanction of the imposture, 
would subject their Church, in spite of the remon- 
strances of the Rev. Maurice Sheehan, parish priest of 
Youghal, came forward, and to the confusion of Father 
Foley and his associates, the former addressed a letter to 
the Cork Examinir, which appeared 12th February, and 
the Tablet of 18th February, a few days after, published a 
full exposure of the whole affair, under the decisive title 
of the Youghal Blasphemies, in which Mr. Scully's letter 



was specially referred to. "We have only room idt the 
following extracts. ^ 

Father Scully thus writes :— 

" I visited the addolorata about three weeks since, in 
company with another clergyman of your city, and a verj 
intelligent Englishman, Mr. Lucas, the editor of the 
Tablet, and after an examination of above /our Aoars — (a 
pretty long peep you will allow)— we came to the conclu- 
sion, from a variety ofcircumstances we witnessed, and with 
which I am unwilling to trouble you at present (as they 
will probably appear m next week's Tablet), that the whola 
aflfair was a gross fraud, which opinion we immediately 
communicated to the Rev. Mr. Sheehan, P.P. In stating 
this, I need not say that we totally acquitted the good 
Father Foley of any part in the ' humbug ;' but it ap- 
peared to us that his simple piety, suspecting no guife, 
especially in a near relative of his o?vn, has been imposed 
on, and that he has been duped by the ' artful sisterhood.' 
I regret this exceedingly, for his own sake as well as of the 
establishment over which he presides. I regret still more 
that he has been induced to publish facts which should 
have been buried in oblivion, and thus given a handle to 
the enemies of our faith to deride or deny real miracles, 
and 'blaspheme' what they know non talibus defen- 
soribus. 

"The Catholic Church needs no such 'ingenions 
devices' to prove its divinity. It is too firmly established 
to want the aid of ' pious frauds' of any description. And 
after the exhibition of the wonderful Bernard • Cavanagh 
of fasting notoriety, we should be very cautions of in- 
troducing any 'miraculous personages' to the public 
notice." 

The following are extracts firom the article in the 
Tab;et of 18th February :_ 

" Come we now to the particulars of our visit, which 
Father Foley has rather referred to than stated completely. 
A general narrative of the visit is given in another column, 
but a few explanatory particulars suggested by the rev. 
gentleman's letter may not be out of place here. Tha 
' miraculous virgins' (Magdalen included) of Yonghal 
are three in number. The principal show girl is Father 
Foley's relation, Mary Roche, a ' virtuous girl,' were it 
not for her little impieties in this singular case. Tha 
second is a relapsed Magdalen, who is shown, indeed, but 
makes mnch less show than her virtuotis sister. The third 
is of a more retiring disposition, and being equally 
favoured, internally, with the others, has made it her 
prayer to Almighty God that He would be pleased not to 
make His favours public by any external marks. To do 
justice to this girl's common sense, her prayer has been 
most punctually attended to, and the Almighty has readily 
gratified her in this particular. The great sight, however, 
is the first of the three. She is marked with the stigmata 
on her hands and feet, and is dotted over her body with 
other stigmata, and with miraculous representations of a 
sacred heart, and of a seraph with six wings. She is sup- 
posed to go through, in a tolerably continuous state of 
ecstacy or contemplative rapture, the stages of our Lord's 
passion, &e., from Thursday night till, we believe, Sun- 
day morning. On Thursday night and Friday morning, 
when our Lord's hands are supposed to be bound, her 
hands are miraculously bound together, without cords ; 
and when our Saviour is supposed to be loosed again, her 
hands are loosed, and her wrists bear the miraculous im- 
pression of cords, as if they had been so fastened. 

" When we arrived in Youghal, we found thatthe curiosity 
of those who were sceptically disposed was directed to the 
miraculous cording of the arms ; and as this part of tha 
show commenced on Thursday night, we naturally wished 
to see this closely. Mr. Lucas offered to sit up all night, 
and suggested to M. Aubert that the arms should be first 
inspected, to see that there were no marks on them at first ; 
that they should be then uncovered, and kept uncovered 
during the whole miracle ; that some trustworthy person 
or persons should be allowed to remain in the room during 
the whole of this part of the miracle ; that it should ba 
seen the arms were bound without natural means ; and 
that the marks of the cords supervened without any ex- 
ternal appliance. This suggestion was made by M. Aubert 
to Mr. Foley, and by him deliberately refused. Nor, 
though invited to Youghal for this express purpose, could 
we ' get a peep at the humbug' at all on Thursday night, 
but were put off till Friday morning, when the prepara- 
tions (we suppose) were made complete. 

" We have very little doubt that Miss Mary Roche knew 
of our arrival and the entire personnel of our party. Mr, 
Foley knew it : and that is enough to make us certain that 
his spiritual superiors, the females of the asylum, knew it 
also. We feel perfectly confident that many persons (per- 
haps most) in the establishment are fellow conspirators 
with the cunning Magdalen and Mary Roche. If one of 
these heard from Father Foley that such a formidable per- 
son, in a small Irish town, as the editor of a London 
newspaper was come down to Yonghal, and wished to havB 
tha wnsts bared and the entire miracle of the cording 
closely examined, the terrible information would at once go 
to the girl herself, and hence her prophecy that she would 
be troubled on the morrow. But mark the inconsistency 
of the poor wretch. Later in the day the blood would not 
flow from the stigmas because we were incredulous. So 
says Father Foley. He says also that she knew our in- 
credulity (or at least our, &c.) from the beginning. Yet 
the very first thuig, we saw when we entered her room was 
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a miracle got up, M Father Foley himself told ua, by this 
nuseiable relative of his for the especial accommodation of 
onr incredulous cariosity. It will be seen iu tlia narrative 

f'ven elsewhere, that some time after the date of M. 
uhert's invitation to Yooghai, the girl had had it re- 
tmIoI to her that the miracle of the cording would not 
take place again. This revelation was so far made good 
ID practice that it furoished an exi^e for our being pre- 
Tented from seeing the commencement of the miracle, but 
no further. For the accommodating she-saint interceded 
with Almighty God to allow the miracle to be repeated 
aaotber ' last time' (as they have it at the theatres), for 
m known infidds and sceptics ; and repeated it was — for 
as and tor as only, hot exactly in snch a manner as to 
fcKbid all inqoiry, to satisfy no reasonable doubt, and to 
convince no human being who was not determined to be- 
lieve with or without evidence. So that it seems our in- 
credulity was no obstacle to the performance of a, miracle 
— nay, was the very cause of a miracle being performed. 
Almighty God worked a miracle for our especial gratifica- 
tion, but took care at the same time to work it in snch a 
manner that no intellect above that of a goose conld be 
convinced by it. But whenever the miracle would or 
migbt have been decisive of the matter in hand, then, for- 
sooth, Almighty God was displeased with our incredulity, 
and wonld let ns see the show no further. Oat upon these 
i^otic impieties ! Depend upon it, Father Foley, the 
castle theatre has another scene shifter than Almighty 
God. 

" Mr. Foley imprecates upon himself all kind of ridicule 
if his pet lambs do not baa in the right dialect. If there 
ia any deception in the case, he is ' one of the greatest 
dopes that ever stood on ground ;' he is ' the fool of 
ibols ;' ' credulous beyond conception ;' ' the ridicule of 
the world.' How far these terms have been wisely used 
by Father Foley, under the circumstances of this case, it is 
not for ns to say ; bat most certainly the condition, upon 
tke fulfilment of which he declares them applicable, has 
been fulfilled to the very letter. There have been ' cheat,' 
'deception,' roguery,' and 'villainy' of so gross and 
palpable a kind — there has been, on Father Foley's part, 
BO wilful and determined (though unconscious) a playing 
into the hands of the miscreants by whom his simplicity 
has been abased, that it would aiBict ns with no very great 
grief if, according to his word, every stone in the Castle, 
and every stone in the College to boot, were levelled to the 
ground, and every vestige of these detestible enormities 
swept &om the face of the earth for ever. 

" liBt ns conclude this notice with a warning taken from 
a great saint whom Mr. Foley must hold in great rever- 
eace — a warning applicable even if these visions be sup- 
|ieaed true, which we do not suppose them — a warning 
which we doubt not admits of an application not only to 
the sears of visions, but also to those who have the 
goar^anship and direction of the seers. ' When visions 
are true,' says St. Bernardine of Sienna, ' they prove no 
man holy ; tot otherwise Balaam would hare been holy, 
and his ass, too, that saw the angel. ' " 

It would appear that sach fearless exercise of private 
judgment was not permitted to pass without reproof; and 
that Mr. Lucas was called to an account for his interference 
TOst as Mr. Scully had been reprimanded by Mr. Sheehan. 
For, on the 2oth February, he finds it necessary to plead 
the emergency of the case, on the ground of Pratetiant in- 
terference leiiving no alternative between coming manfully 
forward, as he did, or permitting Protestant denunciation 
aad exposure openly to take the lead. He expressly refers 
to the notice of the transaction iu what he calls the Tory 
papers, and which he bad seen in Dubun ; and gives the 
pnhlisbed papers of the Protestant ministers ' in exteato,' 
as justifying the course he and his rev. associates had 
adopted. 

" JBe thus pleads his apology : — 

"■Jn tht Tablet ofthe2oth February. 
" OK TB£ PUBXIcm GIVEN TO Ta£ YOUGHU. SIIBi.CLES. 

•' We promised last week to say a word or two in our 
present paper on some lufortanate circumstances connected 
with this business, which we could not then conveniently 
detail. We imagine, from one or two communications 
that have since reached us, that we should have done well 
to give these explanations before entering upon otu expo- 
sure of the frauds in question. 

•* Several of our correspondents inquire whjr we did not 
leave Father Foley and his miracles to the judgment of 
his bishop, and why we presumed to meddle in these high 
clerical matters at all? We answer firmly, batrespectfully, 
that we did so because the subject had first been made 
pablic by others, and not by us. If th^ matter had been 
kept private we should never have disturbed it, or raked 
it np, to the end of time. Fven before we visited Yongha), 
the affair had been published in the Cork Orange paper. 
When we visited Youghal, it was public and notorious to 
all the neighbourhood for more than twenty miles round ; 
and the castle and adjacent grounds were crowded with 
devout pilgrims coming from afar. Bat this was not all. 
Youghal, as all oar readws may not be aware, is a town 
remarkable for its bigotry ; and at that very time the 
*»waddlers' of Youghal were making their excursions into 
the neighbouring towns (Lismore, &c.) to preach against 
and blaspheme our faith on the strength of these miracles. 
At this very time, then, as far at regards general notoriety 
and the impossibility of preserving secrecy, the miracles 
had been deliberately made pablic. 



" Bat this we did not consider snffici^t to warrant us 
in giving the matter a more general publicity. On the 
contrary, until it had been brought in a more definite shape 
before the public of Waterford, and, throi^h that channel, 
before the readers of the Morning Chronicle and Dublin 
Eaetiing Mail, we not merely held back, but exerted our- 
selves very earnestly and very seriously to prevent publi- 
cation, in an instance to which we shall not more particu- 
larly allude. When the inaccurate statement of the Water- 
ford Chronicle appeared, we thought (and most justly, 
as it afterwards proved) that an attempt would be made to 
bolster up the miracles by an indignant denial of these in- 
accuracies. To prevent this being done with success, we 
then, for the first time, mentioned the affair, admitted the 
incorrectness of the published version of thecase, batstated, 
as strongly as we could, our own private belief, founded on 
personal examination, that the miracles were gross and 
detestable frauds ; but we abstained from saying a single 
word that could be personally offensive to Father Foley, 
or to any haman being who, in our opinion, was not a 
partaker in the fraud. Moreover, we were careful to stale 
that we gave this merely as our own individual opinion, 
and without at all wishing to prejudge the case when the 
proper authorities should come to examine it. This para- 
graph was published in the Tablet of the/ourtk of Feb- 
ruary. On the firtt of February — that is, several days 
before the editor of this journal, or either of his reverend 
companions at Youghal, had said one word publicly on the 
subject — Father Foley addressed to the Cork Examiner a 
letter, in which he points out certain parties to public re- 
probation as scandalous for their unbelief, hands them over 
very quietly to the bottomless pit, and, in direct and formal 
terms, appeals from their individual, and at that time 
wholly unpublished, judgment, to the Pope, to the bishop, 
to ' the press,' ' to the public at large,' and ' to the judgment 
of an enlightened public,' Protestant and Catholic. Father 
Foley himself thus called for and deliberately invited a 
public discussion through the press, and brought the matter 
from the jurisdiction of the bishop to the profane court of 
public opinion. There he brought it ; and if he had been 
unanswered, he pledged the credit of the Catholic Church, 
in his person as a priest, to all the malignant enemies of 
the Church, that these miracles were undoubtedly true, 
and that they admitted of being ' proved by many wit- 
nesses upon oath.' This letter of Father Foley's was re- 
printed in the Dublin Tory papers, in the London papers, 
and we dare say in most papers of the three kingdoms. 
We saw it with onr own eyes hiwked about the streets of 
Dablin, in a fly sheet, while a large printed board and the 
hawker at the top of his voice announced to all the cu- 
rious, 'A fall account of Father Foley's miraculotis Nun 
at Youghal, whose hands and feet bleed every Friday at 
the same hour — price only, one penny.' 

" Ibis ostentatious invitation by Father Foley himself 
to a pablic discnssion would alone have justified us in 
coming forward to rebut publicly his published statements. 
But behold, the day before we left Dublin, we received a 
Cork Tory paper containing the following correspondence, 
which we lay before our readers in extenao." 

[Here follow the docimients, including the Protestant 
challenge, with an introductory letter to the editor of the 
Cork Constitution.'] 

" Now, observe the position of this affair. We three 
visitors had been — ^so Father Foley told ira— appealed to 
by Heaven itself, which worked a miracle to remove onr 
individual incredulity. We had, without a tittle of pro- 
vocation, been publicly denounced by Father Foley, as 
scandalous for our incredulity. We saw a Catholic priest 
publicly appealing to the press and the public, and offering 
to prove upon oath the truth of his miracles. We saw 
this clergyman taken at his word by his Protestant neigh- 
bours, who tax his miracles wilii fraud, denounce the 
Church as an agent iu the fraud, and openly challenge him 
to a rigorous and impartial investigation. 

"Will any man tell us that we had so much as an op- 
tion to keep silence under these circumstances, when we 
ware in possession of facts known to no others but our- 
selves, and almost proving to demonstration tlie existence 
of the grossest and most abominable deception ? Leave 
the matter to the bishop ! Leave the matter to the proper 
authorities ! That is, leave to the bishop the odiam of 
entering upon an investigation to which he has been dared 
by the maiignants around him, with the positive certainty 
that the investigation will lead to a detection, and the de- 
tection be made the foundation of every species of calumny 
against the bishop, and the proper authorities to boot. Leave 
the matter to the bishop ! Would to God it had been left to 
the Bishop. We did not meddle or make in the affair until it 
had first of all been deliberately takenfromthebishop, handed 
over to the public at large, and at length a formal appeal 
madeby the clergyman himseh to 'thepress,'andthe 'judg- 
ment of an enlightened public' We beg respectfully to 
reply to those who blame us for interfering, that we have 
no apology to oifer for so doing, but rather humbly conceive 
that we have done good service to the Church." 

We think our readers will agree with us that the whole 
of the above narrative, not excepting Mr. Lucas's r</Kc- 
tant exposure of the fraud, though he and bis friends 
"were in possession of facts known to no others but 
themselves, which proved to demonstration the existence 
of the grossest and most abominable deception," is not a 
little instructive, as illustrating how it is possible for 
similar frauds to escape public exposure in other places, 



such as Assizi or the Tyrol, and as proving that but fci 
Protestant free inquiry we might have as many stigmm^ 
lized nuns, winking virgins, and bleeding pictures in Ire- 
laud as in the darkest regions of Austria or Italy. 

We, perhaps, should add, that early in March, 1»<3, 
an authorised investigation took place. 

" The subjects of the supposed divine favours were re- 
niOTed, on or about 2nd March, to a house a few milw 
distant. On tbait and the fallowing day a commission, 
composed of several Boman Catholic priests and mescal 
gentlemen, examined into the affair. It was found that 
the acting was excellent, and the self-command of the prin- 
cipal personages wonderful. Some temporary difficulty 
was experienced in ascertain lag from whence was procniwi 
THE BLOOD which Smeared the forehead ; but at length tlw 
physicians prudently examined the interior of the mouth, 
and in each subject the lip or inside of the cheek was found 
to have been pierced in a manner that permitted blood to 
be drawn, at will, by suction. 

" However, no authorised account of this conclusive in- 
vestigation has been given to the public. A veil of oblivion 
is sought to be drawn over it. A simple announcement 
from the altar of the Romish chapel, in Youghal, that it wa* 
found to be so mir-vcle, and a caution against commit- 
ting sin by speaking on the subject, is all that is known to 
have been done on the final authoritative detection of th« 
abominable blasphemy." 

The collegiate establishment for the ro-conrersion o£ 
England did not long survive. Its eighty missionaries 
were scattered. Father Foley, after continuing his visits 
to bis fair frail cousin as long as bis health permitted, 
still professing his belief in the reality of the miracle, was 
called to his account, and, strange as it may appear after 
so disgraceful an exposure, his funeral, we are assured, 
was a public one, honoured by the attendance of large 
numbers of Boman Catholic ecclesiastics of Youghal aiut 
the surrounding district ! If the fraad had succeeded 
without public detection and exposure, we suppose that 
in due time he, or his cousin, or both, would have re- 
ceived the honours of canonization ! 

m . 

TITLE OF UNIVERSAL BISHOP. 
When treating of the African Church, we hare already 
seen in what strong language St. Cyprian spoke in the 
Council of Carthage, ad. 256, of the presumption of 
the Bishop of Rome in assuming superiority over other 
bishops; whereas he asserts that "every bishop had 
equal liberty of judging and determining upon any 
question which comes before him ; and he can no more 
be judged by than he can judge another."* 

We hare also shown in our last onmber that there is 
no pretence for saying that the Council of Chalcedcm 
acceded the title of Universal Hierarch to Leo the Great, 
then Bishop or Archbishop of Home. 

Let us now go on a century later, and see whether, 
so late as the close of the Cth century, the liomaa 
Pontiffs hod any pretence fur assimiing such a title, or 
any other which would imply a supreme or monarchical 
power over other acknowledged patriarchs, such as those 
of Alexandria, Antioch, or Constantluople. On the 
contrary, at the close of the 6th century we shall find 
two soccessire Popes vehemently protesting against the 
title of Universal Bishop, when it was assumed hf 
others, not on the grotmd that it implied an invasion of 
their own rights, but expressly because it bespoke an 
unseemly pride, and derogated from the dignity of all 
other patriarchs whose jurisdiction was coequal and 
independent, and that in language so strong as to in- 
volve an express disclaimer, both on behalf of them- 
selves and their predecessors, of any similar authority or 
domination. The circumstance which led to this pro- 
test and disclaimer on the part of those two Popes, 
Pelagius II. and Gregory the Great, was the assumption 
of the title of Universal Bishop on the part of John, 
Patriarch of Constantinople, and his successor Cyriacns. 

It may be doubtful, perhaps, what extent of jurisdie- 
tion John or Cyriacns 'really intended to assume 
by claiming such a title ; but there was enough in the 
then state of the seat of empire, Constantinople, to ex- 
cite the jealousy of the Koman Pontiffs, and it is not 
unlikely that they were correct in representing it as an 
attempt to assume the highest rank, and thereby dis- 
place old Bome, as the eastern metropolis had, with the 
assistance of the Council of Chalcedon, already displaced 
the other ancient Patriarchates of Alexandria, Antioch, 
and Jerusalem. 

Pope Pelagius II., in his 7th epistle, the immediate 
predecessor of Gregory the Great, thus writes on the 
occasion, dealing with it as an assumption equivalent to 
a profane and impious claim of domination audsupremacy 
on the part of the see of Conatantiaople over the whole 
Catholic Church :— '' 

" Regard not," says he, " the name of universatitg, 
which John has unlawfully usurped to himself; for let 
no one of the patriarchs ever use this so proftoc appel* 
lation. You may well estimate what mischief may he 
expected rapidly to follow, when, even among priests, 

• See supra, Marcli nunber, p. 29. 

b " Universalitatii aomeu, qaod Blbi lUlcltS uaurpavlt, noUte attttl- 
dere: — nullus enim Patriarctiaraiii lioc tarn profano rocabulo unquain 
utatur. Perpenditis, fratrea carissLmi, qui de TiciDO SQbseqoatur, eiua 
et In sacerdotlbut eruinpaDt tain f^erversa primordia. Quia entis 
juxta est ille, de qno acrlptum est: * Ipse est rex aaper anlvtrHsfiUciS 
tuperbie.' "— Labbe aod Cojs., torn. »., p. 9*9-50. 



